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will surely be swept aside like chaff before the wind. " You
have never been able to settle much/5 he said, " since you
came into power, and that is because you have refused to
settle anything by taking away the sting as regards those to
whom you are opposed." He reminded the Government that
not the brewers alone, but half a million people, were directly
interested in the brewery trade, but that this was only the
beginning of the discontent which the Bill was arousing.
" Members should be careful in establishing precedents of
this kind, for a time-limit as to compensation for recognised
interests may be applied to every species of property which
derives its sanction from the House of Commons. Take the
case of railways. I think I could make a very pathetic speech
as to the community's relation to railways by asking where
do they get their monopoly, and contending that, since the
House of Commons has conferred this monopoly, it has the
right to rescind it. Then there are tramway companies, gas
companies, electric lighting companies, all of whom have
received monopolies from this House, which, according to the
argument that has been used, can rescind them by giving
fourteen years' notice. That is the precedent you are laying
down by this Bill. That is why great forces are being arrayed
against you. . . . The Chancellor asked me a question, and
I will answer him. c Has the State,' he asked, * the right to
get back the monopoly which it gave ? ' I do not deny it
They have the right. The reason they have the right is be-
cause they have the power. Yes, sir, that is the real reason.
... I believe that altogether above and beyond the opposi-
tion to this Bill the fear of the country is that you are by this
measure creating a precedent as regards other property, and,
so far as I am concerned, I will with all my heart oppose
it"
This was an immensely effective speech, and, on sitting
down, Sir Edward received a great ovation. His old friend
and Viceroy, Lord Londonderry, sitting up in the Peers'
Gallery, could hardly restrain himself from applauding. He
went at once and wrote a note of congratulation : " MY
DEAR EDWART>, I must write you one line on your speech.
It was magnificent: you simply pulverised the other side. It